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were concerned. This expedient was adopted, or,
rather, it came about naturally, of necessity; but
to carry it into better effect it was needful to pro-
mulgate the laws of the Barbarians in order that the
conquered peoples might be apprised of what they
were to obey when the two systems might happen to
come into conflict. The political power would be
in the hands of the Barbarians, and through this
they would be enabled to assert the supremacy of
their own customs whenever occasion might require.
Prior to this time and before they started upon their
career of conquest, they were governed by the un-
written rules of conduct; their affairs were dis-
cussed and settled in councils composed of the free-
men of the tribes. Their kings were elected at these,
and at these were determined, by the rude clashing
of their weapons, the questions of war and peace,
and a rude justice was administered. The purpose
of the promulgation of the Barbarian Codes was to
settle the conflict thus arising between different
systems of custom, and they gave rise to the anomaly
' of two systems of law co-existing with each other,
one territorial in extent, and applicable to the native
people inhabiting the conquered territory; the other,
personal, applicable to the Barbarians, and carried
with them wherever they went.

Among these Barbarian Laws, and the most
important, was the Code of the Salian Franks, a
powerful confederacy of German tribes, who, with
their neighbours, the Ripuarian Fratxks, had re-
duced substantially the whole of Gaul to subjection
and inaugurated the first dynasty, the Merovingian,